Govermor Manchin Issuesa
Proclamation for NAFD

By Liz Lena, St. Nicholas Farm

Itwas a bright sunny day when our fearless leader
David Moran and his young assistant Tim
Blossom pulled up in front of the Capitol
Bulding with their trailer full of alpacas. As
always David was prepared for anything. He had
ordered a brand new WVAO banner and had
brought along poles and zip ties to display the
banner. The alpacas were settled mto a
temporary pen on the lawn of the Capitol. It was
not long before curious passers by began to stop
m for a closer look at these perfectly well
behaved creatures.

Anticipation was in the air. One of the
Governor’s Aides came out to say the Governor
was runmng a little late. 'We had a small but
enthusiastic group of WVAO members gathered,
waiting. Diane Riffle, a WVAO member and her
family brought along an alpaca teddy bear to
present to the Governor.

Two TV stations sent cameras. A reporter was
asking questions about alpacas and National
Alpaca Farm Day. We all did our best to make
sure anyone who wanted information received it.
Judy Bannon had prepared a lovely brochure
which was distributed to many interested folks.

Finally Governor Manchin arrived. He declined
an up close and personal look at the alpacas,
choosing to stand outside the pen to present the
Proclamation. The brief but exciting ceremony
took place and was followed by Governor
Manchin posing
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Governor Manchin looks on at a well

behaved suri alpapa

for photographs with all of the WVAO members
n attendance.

After the Governor left we mingled a bit and
answered more questions. We walked the alpacas
up onto the steps of the Capitol for an impromptu
photo shoot.

All 1n all itwas a wonderful event and generated
much mterestin the alpaca industry in West
Virgima.
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